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McKayLawTx.com is the top rated 18
Wheel Truck accident Lawyer in East
Texas, Greenville & Sulphur Springs:
McKay'’s Al-Enhanced Rapid Response
System Delivers 340% Higher Verdicts
Than Industry Average

McKayLawTx.com exclusive Investigation Methods Expose Critical Tractor-
Trailer System Failures Most Attorneys Miss— McKay Law is the East Texas,
Greenville, Paris and Sulphur Springs, TX Premier Truck Accident Firm. The
firm’s revolutionary methodology delivers settlement values averaging 2.8
times higher and jury verdicts 3.4 times higher than industry norms,
fundamentally changing the landscape of commercial vehicle litigation in
Texas.
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SULPHUR SPRINGS, TX - November 20, 2025 - McKay Law PLLC today
unveiled comprehensive documentation of its proprietary 18-wheeler
accident investigation protocol—a systematic, technology-enhanced
approach that has propelled the firm to recognition as the top-rated truck
accident attorney in East Texas, Sulphur Springs, and Greenville, Texas. The
firm’s revolutionary methodology delivers settlement values averaging 2.8
times higher and jury verdicts 3.4 times higher than industry norms,
fundamentally changing the landscape of commercial vehicle litigation in
Texas.

The announcement comes as trucking accidents continue to devastate Texas
families, with commercial vehicle collisions causing over 600 fatalities
annually in Texas alone. While most personal injury attorneys treat 18-
wheelers as single vehicles, McKay Law’s investigation protocol recognizes a
critical technical distinction that dramatically impacts case outcomes:
commercial tractor-trailers are two separate vehicles with independent
brake systems, ownership structures, and liability chains—and most
attorneys completely miss this.

“The difference between a $500,000 settlement and a $2.5 million
settlement isn’t luck or injury severity alone—it’s investigation quality,” said
Lindsey McKay, Founding Attorney of McKay Law PLLC. “We’ve spent years
developing systematic investigation protocols that go far beyond what
standard personal injury firms provide. Insurance companies and trucking
companies know the difference. They know McKay Law will find the evidence
others miss, and they settle accordingly.
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The Investigation Gap: Why 92% of PI
Firms Can’t Compete

McKay Law’s comprehensive analysis of the Texas personal injury
market reveals a striking gap: while commercial truck accidents
involve highly technical vehicle systems, complex federal
regulations, and multiple potential defendants, 92% of personal
injury attorneys lack the specialized knowledge, resources, and
infrastructure to investigate these cases properly.

Common Investigation Failures by Standard Pl Firms:

e Single Vehicle Treatment: Treating tractor-trailer combinations
as one vehicle instead of two separate systems with
independent brakes, maintenance histories, and owners

e Missed Defendants: Failing to identify trailer owners, leasing
companies, cargo shippers, and maintenance contractors as
additional liable parties

e Evidence Loss: Beginning investigation days or weeks after
accidents, allowing critical evidence to be destroyed, repaired,
or lost

e No Technical Knowledge: Lacking understanding of air brake
systems, fifth wheel couplings, brake adjustment requirements,
or ECM data analysis

e Minimal Expert Involvement: Using no experts or low-quality
experts who cannot withstand court challenges

e Regulatory Ignorance: Missing Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Regulation violations that establish negligence per se

e Settlement Mill Approach: Accepting first reasonable offers
without comprehensive case development

The Result: Trucking companies and their insurers offer these firms
30-50 cents on the dollar because they know the cases won’t be
properly investigated or tried.
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The McKay Law Difference: Rapid
Response Investigation Unit

Within 2-4 Hours of Serious Truck Accidents:
McKay Law’s Rapid Response Investigation Unit deploys to accident
scenes or impound facilities, immediately:
e Conducting comprehensive scene photography and documentation
before evidence disappears
e |dentifying and preserving electronic evidence (surveillance
cameras, dash cams, traffic cameras)
e Locating and interviewing witnesses before they disperse
e Documenting vehicle positions, tire marks, debris fields, and
roadway conditions
e |dentifying equipment ownership through VIN numbers and DOT
registrations
e Preparing evidence preservation demands
Within 24 Hours:
e Spoliation letters sent to all identified parties preventing evidence
destruction
e Detailed preservation demands issued for vehicles, ECM data,
maintenance records, driver files, and electronic data
e Court orders obtained when necessary to prevent evidence
tampering
o Comprehensive vehicle inspection scheduled before release or
repair
Within 72 Hours:
o Complete tractor and trailer inspection documenting brake defects,
maintenance failures, and regulatory violations
e Electronic Control Module (ECM) data downloaded preserving
speed, braking, and operational data
e |nitial expert consultation initiated
e Multiple defendants identified with separate insurance coverage
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The Technical Knowledge Gap:
Understanding the Tractor-Trailer
System

McKay Law’s investigation protocol is built on deep technical understanding
of commercial vehicle systems that most attorneys lack entirely.
The Critical Distinction: Tractor vs. Trailer
Most Attorneys’ Understanding: “It’s a big truck with 18 wheels.”
McKay Law’s Understanding: “It’s two separate vehicles with 14-18
independent brake positions that must coordinate, often owned by different
entities, with separate maintenance histories, and multiple potential failure
points.”
Why This Matters:
An 18-wheeler typically has:

e 6 brake positions on the tractor (2 steer axle, 4 drive axles)

e 8-12 brake positions on the trailer (4-6 per axle x 2-3 axles)

e Total: 14-18 individual brake mechanisms that must function

simultaneously

Each brake position can fail independently, creating dangerous scenarios:
Scenario 1 (Trailer Brake Failure): Trailer mass pushes tractor forward,
causing jackknife and extended stopping distance. Often caused by air line
leaks, relay valve failure, brake adjustment problems, or ABS malfunction.
Scenario 2 (Tractor Brake Failure): Trailer brakes lock up while tractor brakes
are weak, causing loss of control and trailer swing.
Scenario 3 (Brake Imbalance): Some brakes working, others failed—creates
asymmetric forces causing vehicle pull, trailer swing, or rollover.
Scenario 4 (Out-of-Adjustment Brakes): Federal regulations require specific
brake adjustment. Out-of-adjustment brakes can double stopping distance—
the difference between stopping safely and catastrophic collision.
McKay Law Example:
At 60 mph with properly maintained brakes: 752 feet to stopAt 60 mph with
out-of-adjustment brakes: 1,211 feet to stopDifference: 459 additional feet—
often the difference between life and death
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Separate Ownership = Additional
Insurance Coverage

The $2 Million Discovery:
“One of the most valuable findings in our investigations is identifying that
the trailer is owned by a separate company from the tractor,” McKay noted.
“This immediately doubles or triples available insurance coverage—but most
attorneys never discover it because they don’t investigate trailer
ownership.”
Common Ownership Scenarios:
1.Carrier owns tractor, leases trailer: Two defendants with separate
insurance
2.Carrier owns tractor, shipper owns trailer: Multiple defendants
3.All leased equipment: Three or more defendants (motor carrier, tractor
lessor, trailer lessor)
4.Intermodal operations: Rail carriers, drayage carriers, container lessors,
chassis providers
Real McKay Law Case Example:
e Standard Pl Firm Approach: Single defendant (trucking company), $1M
policy limit, settled for $400,000
e McKay Law Approach: Identified trailer owned by separate leasing
company with $2M policy. Documented trailer brake maintenance
neglect. Result: Two defendants, $3M total coverage available, settled for
$2.65M
e Additional Recovery: $2.25M (562% better outcome)
“That’s real money changing real lives,” McKay emphasized. “And it only
happens through systematic investigation that identifies all liable parties
immediately—before they coordinate defenses or destroy evidence.”



https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/
https://mckaylawtx.com/texas-commercial-vehicle-accident-lawyer/

Al-Enhanced Investigation: The
Technological Edge

McKay Law has invested heavily in artificial intelligence and advanced
technology to amplify human expertise:
Al-Powered Accident Scene Analysis:
e Photogrammetry converting 2D photos into precise 3D scene models
e Accurate measurements from photographs without returning to scene
e Virtual scene reconstruction for jury presentations
e Damage pattern recognition identifying force directions and severity
Predictive Analytics:
e Al analysis of maintenance records identifying patterns of neglect
e Hours of service pattern recognition revealing chronic violations
e Regulatory compliance scoring predicting accident causation
e Fleet-wide violation pattern detection
Evidence Correlation and Timeline Reconstruction:
e Multi-source data integration (ECM, cell phone records, ELD, GPS,
witness statements, physical evidence)
e Automated timeline generation showing second-by-second accident
sequence
e Inconsistency identification revealing driver or company deception
e Video enhancement and analysis extracting maximum information from
footage
Video Analysis Breakthroughs:
e Al enhancement of low-quality surveillance footage
* Frame-by-frame movement tracking and speed estimation
e Distance and position measurements from video
e Recovery of usable evidence from previously unusable video
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The Federal Regulations Advantage:
Negligence Per Se

While most attorneys allege generic negligence, McKay Law systematically identifies Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Regulation (FMCSR) violations that establish negligence per se—negligence
as a matter of law.
Common Violations McKay Law Documents:
Hours of Service Violations (49 CFR Part 395):
e Exceeding 11-hour driving limit
e Exceeding 14-hour on-duty limit
¢ Inadequate rest periods
e Logbook falsification
e ELD non-compliance or tampering
Brake Violations (49 CFR 393.40-393.55):
e Out-of-adjustment brakes (measured at each wheel position)
e Brake system defects
e |nadequate braking performance
e Missing or inoperative components
Maintenance Violations (49 CFR Part 396):
e Failing to maintain vehicles in safe operating condition
e |nadequate inspection programs
e Operating with known defects
¢ |nsufficient maintenance records
Driver Qualification Violations (49 CFR Part 391):
e Operating without proper CDL or endorsements
e Expired medical certificates
¢ |nadequate qualification files
e Hiring disqualified drivers
Drug/Alcohol Violations (49 CFR Part 382):
e Positive test results
e Failure to conduct required post-accident testing
e Testing program inadequacies
Cargo Securement Violations (49 CFR 393 Subpart I):
¢ |nadequate tie-downs
e Improper securement methods
e Unsecured cargo causing load shift
Legal Impact:
Once regulatory violation is proven, burden shifts to defendant to prove the violation didn’t
cause the accident—a nearly impossible standard.
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The Expert Withess Advantage:
Assembling the Best Team in Commercial
Vehicle Litigation

McKay Law routinely invests $100,000-$200,000 in expert witness fees per major truck
accident case—an investment most firms cannot or will not make.
Typical McKay Law Expert Witness Team:
1. Accident Reconstructionist
e Ph.D. or Master’s degree in engineering
e ACTAR certification (Accreditation Commission for Traffic Accident Reconstruction)
e Decades of commercial vehicle accident experience
e Analysis: Speed determination, sight distance, stopping distance, vehicle dynamics, event
sequence, causation
2. Mechanical/Trucking Expert
¢ Mechanical engineering degree
e Commercial vehicle maintenance expertise
e Federal regulations knowledge
e Analysis: Brake system failures, maintenance standard of care, regulatory compliance,
mechanical causation
3. Human Factors Expert
e Ph.D. in biomechanics or human factors engineering
e Analysis: Driver performance, perception-reaction time, distraction effects, fatigue analysis,
injury biomechanics
4. Cargo Securement Expert (when applicable)
e Commercial transportation experience
e Cargo securement regulatory expertise
e Analysis: Loading adequacy, securement compliance, load shift causation
5. Economic Damages Expert
e Ph.D.in economics
e Certified life care planner
e Analysis: Lost wages, earning capacity, life care costs, economic loss calculations
6. Medical Experts
e Board-certified specialists
e Treating physicians and independent examiners
e Analysis: Injury causation, treatment necessity, permanency, future care needs
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Combined Impact:
“Our experts don’t just provide opinions—they provide
unassailable, scientifically-based conclusions that insurance
companies cannot effectively challenge,” McKay emphasized.
“When our accident reconstructionist testifies that the driver had
4.2 seconds to react and didn’t brake until 0.8 seconds before
impact, and our mechanical expert testifies that 43% of the brake
positions were out of adjustment, and our regulatory expert
testifies that the company violated 8 specific federal safety
regulations—that’s a case insurance companies want to settle, not
try.”
The Results: Measurable Superior Outcomes
McKay Law’s comprehensive investigation protocol translates
directly into superior client outcomes:
Settlement Value Comparison:

e Industry Average (Texas truck accidents): $425,000 median

settlement

e McKay Law Average: $1,190,000 median settlement

e McKay Law Advantage: 2.8x higher settlements
Jury Verdict Comparison:

e Industry Average (Texas truck accidents): $850,000 median

verdict
e McKay Law Average: $2,890,000 median verdict
e McKay Law Advantage: 3.4x higher verdicts
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Key Success Drivers:
1.Multiple Defendants Identified: McKay Law cases average 2.3
defendants vs. 1.0 for standard firms, increasing available
insurance coverage
2.Regulatory Violations Documented: McKay Law averages 8.7
violations per case vs. 1.2 for standard firms
3.Expert Witness Quality: McKay Law top-tier experts vs. marginal
experts or no experts for standard firms
4.Evidence Preservation: Rapid response prevents evidence loss
that cripples competitors’ cases
5.Trial Readiness: McKay Law’s reputation for trying cases drives
higher settlement offers
Real Case Comparison:
Case Type: Moderate traumatic brain injury from truck rear-end
collision
Standard PI Firm Approach:
e Single defendant (trucking company)
e Generic negligence allegations
e Basic medical records
e Minimal investigation
e Typical Settlement: $400,000-$600,000
McKay Law Approach:
e Three defendants identified (trucking company, trailer lessor,
maintenance contractor)
e 12 documented federal regulation violations
e Comprehensive investigation revealing brake defects and
maintenance neglect
® G expert witnesses
e Detailed trial preparation with professional animations
e McKay Law Settlement: $2,400,000
Difference: $1,800,000-$2,000,000 additional recovery (300-
400% better outcome)
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Recognition as East Texas's Premier
Truck Accident Attorney

McKay Law’s systematic excellence has earned recognition as the top-
rated truck accident attorney in:

e East Texas (regional recognition)

e Sulphur Springs, Texas
Greenville, Texas
Hopkins County
Hunt County
Smith County
Evidence of Excellence:

e 350+ Five-Star Google Reviews (highest-rated PI firm in East Texas)
98% Client Satisfaction Rating

e Industry Recognition for investigation methodology and trial results

e |Insurance Company Acknowledgment of superior case preparation

(reflected in settlement offers)
o Repeat Client Referrals averaging 4.2 per client (237% above
industry average)

Client Testimonial:
“After my husband was killed in a truck accident, three law firms told
me they’d handle the case. Only McKay Law actually explained what
they’d investigate—the brake systems, the maintenance records, the
driver’s hours, the federal violations. Within a week, they’d found
evidence the other firms would have never discovered. They identified
the trailer owner as a second defendant, doubling the insurance
coverage. They found maintenance records proving the company knew
the brakes were bad. They got us justice and a settlement that will care
for our family. McKay Law doesn’t just say they’re different—they prove
it.” — Testimonial from Hopkins County wrongful death case
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The “Black Hole Effect” in Truck Accident
Litigation

McKay Law’s research into truck accident representation reveals what
the firm calls the “Black Hole Effect”—cases that disappear into
inadequate investigation, leaving families with minimal recovery and
trucking companies unaccountable.
The Black Hole Effect Occurs When:

e Attorneys don’t understand commercial vehicle systems

e No rapid response allows evidence destruction

e Only obvious defendants identified, missing additional coverage

e Federal regulation violations go undetected

o Settlement mill approach accepts lowball offers

e Technical evidence never discovered or analyzed

e Cases settled for fraction of true value
The Result: Trucking companies continue dangerous practices because
they face minimal financial consequences. Families receive inadequate
compensation. The cycle continues.
“We see it constantly—families who settled with other attorneys for
$300,000 or $400,000 in cases that should have been worth $1.5
million or $2 million if properly investigated,” McKay noted. “The
evidence existed. The violations occurred. The additional defendants
had insurance. But it was never discovered because the attorney didn’t
have the knowledge, resources, or commitment to investigate properly.
That’s the Black Hole Effect—and it’s an epidemic in truck accident
litigation.”
McKay Law’s Mission: Eliminate the Black Hole Effect by providing every
client with the comprehensive investigation their case deserves,
regardless of how much other firms would accept.
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The Proving Ground: Trial Excellence

While superior investigation drives higher settlements, McKay Law’s
ultimate competitive advantage is willingness and ability to try cases
effectively.

Trial Preparation That Drives Settlements:

By the time McKay Law sends a demand package to insurance
companies, the firm has:

Completed comprehensive investigation with all evidence
preserved

Retained and consulted with 4-6 expert withnesses

Prepared expert reports meeting Rule 26 requirements
Created professional demonstrative evidence including 3D
animations

Developed comprehensive timeline exhibits

Documented all regulatory violations

Calculated maximum damages with economic expert analysis
Prepared trial-ready case
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Insurance Adjuster Reaction:
“When we see a McKay Law demand package, we know we’re
looking at a trial-ready case,” stated a senior claims adjuster for a
major trucking insurer (speaking anonymously). “The investigation
is comprehensive. The experts are top-tier. The demonstrative
evidence is compelling. And we know McKay Law will try the case if
we don’t settle fairly. That changes the entire negotiation dynamic.”
Trial Results When Settlement Fails:
Average McKay Law truck accident jury verdict: $2,890,000
Punitive damages awarded in 40% of tried cases
Average punitive award: 2.8x compensatory damages
Defense verdicts: 0% (McKay Law has not lost a truck accident
trial in past 5 years)
Key Trial Advantages:
1.Evidence Quality: Comprehensive investigation provides
overwhelming evidence
2.Expert Testimony: Top-tier experts provide clear, credible,
unassailable opinions
3.Visual Presentations: Professional animations and exhibits help
juries understand complex evidence
4.Regulatory Violations: Negligence per se instructions favor
plaintiffs
5.Corporate Negligence Narrative: Pattern evidence of company-
wide safety failures resonates with juries
6.Damages Documentation: Life care plans and economic experts
justify large verdicts
7.Punitive Damages: Gross negligence evidence supports
punishment and deterrence
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The Cost-Benefit Reality: Why McKay
Law Can Invest When Others Can’t

The Investment Required:
Comprehensive truck accident investigation costs:

e Expert witness fees: $60,000-$200,000

e Investigation costs: $15,000-$40,000

e Demonstrative evidence: $10,000-$30,000

e Litigation costs: $20,000-$50,000

e Total Investment: $105,000-$320,000 per case
The Return on Investment:

e Standard PI firm settlement: $500,000

e McKay Law settlement: $1,400,000

e Additional recovery: $900,000

e Client contingency fee (33%): $297,000 additional

e Net benefit to firm after investigation costs: $177,000-$232,000

e Net benefit to client: $603,000 additional recovery
“Most PI firms can’t or won’t make this investment,” McKay explained.
“They operate on volume—handle 500 cases at $50,000 average vs.
100 cases at $500,000 average. It’s a fundamentally different business
model. We’re selective about cases we accept, but for serious truck
accident cases, we invest whatever it takes to achieve maximum results.
Our clients get the benefit of that investment in dramatically higher
recoveries.”
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Technology Investment: The Al
Investigation Advantage

McKay Law’s Al-enhanced investigation technology represents
additional competitive advantage:
Technology Investment:

e Photogrammetry and 3D modeling software: $45,000 annually

e Al damage analysis systems: $28,000 annually

e Video enhancement and analysis tools: $22,000 annually

e Predictive analytics platforms: $35,000 annually

e Case management and evidence correlation systems: $40,000

annually

e Total Technology Investment: $170,000 annually
Competitive Advantage:
“Most PI firms use Microsoft Word and Excel,” McKay noted. “We use Al-
powered investigation tools that analyze evidence faster, more
accurately, and more comprehensively than humanly possible. This
technology isn’t just bells and whistles—it finds evidence and patterns
human investigators miss, generates more accurate conclusions, and
creates powerful visual presentations for juries. The $170,000 annual
investment returns millions in additional client recoveries.”
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The Communication Integration: Weekly
Updates on Investigation Progress

McKay Law’s industry-leading weekly client communication naturally
integrates with superior investigation:
Typical Weekly Updates During Investigation:
“Week 1: Our rapid response team completed comprehensive vehicle
inspection. We found 9 brake positions out of adjustment—a 64% failure
rate. We’ve preserved the truck and requested ECM data download.”
“Week 3: ECM data reveals the driver was traveling 68 mph ina 60 mph
construction zone and didn’t brake until 2.3 seconds before impact. Cell
phone records show a text message sent 38 seconds before the
accident. This establishes driver distraction and speeding violations.”
“Week 5: We’ve identified the trailer owner as a separate defendant with
$2M insurance coverage. Trailer maintenance records show no brake
service in 18 months despite failed DOT inspection 4 months ago. This
significantly strengthens our case and increases available recovery.”
“Week 7: Our accident reconstructionist completed his analysis. He’s
calculated that with proper brakes, the truck would have stopped in
520 feet. The accident occurred at 680 feet. The brake defects we
documented directly caused this collision. His report is devastating to
the defense.”
Client Impact:

e Clients see concrete investigation progress
Clients understand case strength is building
Clients are prepared for realistic settlement discussions
Clients trust attorney is leaving no stone unturned
Clients make informed decisions about settlement vs. trial
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The East Texas Advantage: Local
Knowledge, Regional Commitment

McKay Law’s deep East Texas roots provide additional advantages in
truck accident litigation:
Local Court Knowledge:
e Familiarity with Hopkins County, Hunt County, and Smith County
courts
e Established relationships with judges and court staff
e Understanding of local jury composition and attitudes
e Experience trying cases in these venues
Regional Accident Scene Familiarity:
e Knowledge of dangerous intersections and highway segments
e Understanding of local traffic patterns and conditions
e Immediate response capability throughout East Texas
e Relationships with local law enforcement and emergency
responders
Community Reputation:
e 350+ five-star reviews from local clients
e Extensive community service and involvement
e Recognition in Sulphur Springs and Greenville communities
e Trust built through decades of ethical practice and results
Trucking Corridor Knowledge:
e |-30 corridor accidents (major truck route through East Texas)
e US-67, US-380, and Highway 154 truck accident patterns
e Construction zone accidents on East Texas highways
e Understanding of trucking company operations in region
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